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Fact file: 
Vetal Hill, Pune
•	 Reservation: Forest 
•	 Type of forest: The natural 

dry vegetation has a dry  
deciduous nature, without 
tall trees and with medium 
sized trees and shrubs. 

•	 Rock type: Basalt 
•	 Site area: 5.9 Ha
•	 Depth of quarry hole:     

10 m 

Benefits of the project
•	 Effective utilization of 

abandoned quarries
•	 Water conservation 
•	 Invitation to migratory 

birds
•	 Creating awareness about 

nature conservation among 
citizens

•	 Revenue model for       
Authorities

Citizens overjoyed as an abandoned stone quarry 
site undergoes metamorphosis into a biodiversity           
park

 MAHARSHTRA -
 Full of stone Quarry Holes 
 and permanent scars       
 left on environment.

This one of a kind 
project is a result of 
a joint initiative by 
National Institute 
of Urban Affairs - 
National Mission for 
Clean Ganga to revive, 
rejuvenate and beautify 
wetland eco - systems.

Areal view of metamorphosis of ARAI Stone QuarryCitizens participated 
in an opinion survey 
citing the issues like 
lack of security  and 
sanitation facilities 
on the nature trail, 
also suggesting 
interventions that 
would result in the 
metamorphosis 

What activities would you enjoy participating in ARAI?

69 responses

What are the interventions that would make your time spent in ARAI better?
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Also there can be pause points…
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Copy of  Thesis - Current state and interventions in ARAI, Send

Questions Responses 69 Se�ings

Phase 1
1.Selected site contours 
joined by dredging
2.Building afforestation 
infrastructure

Phase 2
1.Soil media formation and 
wetland edging. 
2.Implementing plantation 
drives (Herbal park and 
butterfly park)

Phase 3
1.Developing Trails, Fencing, 
information panels.
2.Introduction of Pisciculture 
and water lily and water 
chestnut plantations.

• Capital Expenses: Rs. 14.0 Cr
• Maintenance: Rs 7.0 Cr for 10 years
• Expected Government Grant: Rs. 10.00 Cr
• Expenses over 10 Years 

(including capital cost – grant) = Rs. 11.00 Cr
• Per year Revenue: 1.72 Cr

Return period = 7 years

Possible Funding –
Compensatory Afforestation Fund Management and Planning 
Authority (CAMPA) funds. 
also be used to rejuvenate wetlands, and
infrastructure development to support the rejuvenate.
Capital and Revenue Grants of Urban Local Bodies (Entry Fees)
Also The ULBs can make conditions and provisions to collect entry fee as their 
revenue to meet O&M costs of the facility created. 

Assumption :                                                                                                               
Operation and 
maintenance cost is 
increasing at the rate of 
inflation.                              
Entry fees shall be revised in 
proportion with rate of 
inflation.                                
Revenue from plantation 
shall be extra.
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Excerpt from the ‘Citizen Opinion Survey’
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